
Jackman ICS Curriculum Night October 7, 2020   
 

Early Years Music at the Dr. Eric Jackman  
Institute of Child Study 2020-21 
Suzanne Schwenger 
 
 

ursery 
The Nursery preparatory music curriculum at Jackman ICS integrates elements of 
Kodaly, Orff and Dalcroze methodologies through fingerplays, spoken word chants, 
and movement games from around the world that support the children’s love of 

imaginative play.  Taught primarily in the new Courtyard space, the outdoor program is inspired 
by the natural world with a focus on having fun. As the year progresses, the children will explore 
music-making from a variety of perspectives, including movement, rhyme, listening activities, 
body percussion, and playing simple instruments found in each child’s percussion kit.  The 
Nursery children will develop their rhythmic speaking and chanting voices and will gain greater 
control of their bodies as they gallop, run, walk, march, and stomp to the steady beat.   
 

 
unior Kindergarten 
The JK children will continue to explore the concept of ‘steady beat’ through a series of 
Orff games, rhymes and listening activities, using hoops, scarves, and bells. This year, the 
classes are held in the school gymnasium, giving the children plenty of space to play 

imaginary movement games, accompanied by piano or recorded music. They are learning to 
imitate patterns in speech, body percussion, movement and instruments and are encouraged to 
improvise on their own. Each JK child has a personal percussion kit with rhythm sticks and jingle 
bells, and will have the opportunity to add more instruments later in the year. The children will 
also learn the basic elements of musical form through listening activities and expressive 
movement in response to both classical and world music.  They will have an opportunity to 
participate in the school-wide virtual Festivals of Light celebration in December.   

 
 

enior Kindergarten 
During the SK year, the children will deepen their understanding of many musical 
elements including tempo, dynamics, how to discriminate between beat and rhythm, 
and how to read basic rhythmic notation. Taught in the gymnasium, the music program 

will explore spoken word patterns through simple games and rhymes from around the world, 
and will deepen these activities through body percussion, non-pitched percussion instruments, 
movement and improvisation. The SK children will listen to musical styles from a variety of 
genres and will discuss their response to the music. They will play musical games which focus 
on accuracy of rhythm, including simple folkdances and beat/motion activity using Orff 
instruments. At the end of the fall term, the SKs will join the whole of JICS in a virtual 
celebration of Festivals of Light.  
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