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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to Grade 5 parents! Children in Grade 5 are becoming increasingly more 

independent and aware of the world around them. It is an age when children begin the 

journey of figuring out their place in this world, their opinions, and their beliefs. 

It is this curiosity that the Grade 5 program will work to nurture and support as our 

children grow, develop, and learn language, mathematics, and social skills. My goal this 

year is to nurture students in developing a critical lens while at the same time learning 

how to be active participants in our democratic society so that they may speak with a 

voice that exhibits both confidence and curiosity. 

 

Our Classroom 

Our classroom is a community that values the voices of all its members, that 

encourages creativity, and builds on students’ foundational literacy and numeracy skills. 

Students are encouraged and taught to participate, to cooperate, and to collaborate.  This 

year children will learn or hear again that mistakes are valuable in that mistakes can be 

a great teacher when examined and worked through. In our classroom, students will 

exercise agency over their own learning. They will dive deep into various subjects and 

will guide their own inquiries while supported with targeted instruction in basic and 

advanced literacy and numeracy skills. Students will ask big questions, research, read, 

write, communicate, calculate, experiment, engage in social issues, and be encouraged to 

apply their skills each day.  

Mathematics 

Our mathematics instruction will focus on building knowledge and understanding of 

mathematical concepts outlined in the Ontario curriculum, whenever possible asking 

students to work with real-world problems, and building computation speed and 

accuracy particularly in multiplication and division (to 12 x 12; to 144 divided by 12). 

During our math lessons, students will be presented with skills and concepts in a variety 

of ways. In our knowledge building circles, students will be invited to share strategies, 

knowledge, predictions, and explanations. While our circles will discuss multiple ways of 

solving a problem, students will also discuss which methods were more efficient and 
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accurate. 

To develop conceptual understanding, problem solving is an important part of our Grade 

5 program. Students will learn to break down problems in order to understand them, to 

identify previous knowledge that would be helpful in solving the problem, to identify 

strategies and apply these strategies in a solution. Finally, students will learn to 

communicate their mathematical understanding, both on paper as well as orally in our 

knowledge building circles. 

To develop computational speed and accuracy, I will use a variety of methods, from 

mental math challenges to “Mad Minute” multiplication and division practice. Strategies 

for operations are carefully chosen and taught. Often students are taught several 

different strategies and are allowed to choose those they are most comfortable using.  

Children who struggle in a particular area will receive focused re-teaching, while those 

who demonstrate advanced skills are given further challenges to deepen and extend 

their abilities. 

Math topics this year will include all the strands of the Ontario Curriculum: 

● Number Sense and Numeration 

● Measurement 

● Geometry and Spatial Sense 

● Patterning and Algebra 

● Data management 

Language Arts 

Language study and learning underpin everything we do in Grade 5: mathematics, 

science, social studies and news. Our grade 5 program will ask that students synthesize, 

analyze, and communicate information from both a single source and a variety of 

sources.  

1. Reading 

a. guided reading: in small groups, students read, analyze and discuss texts 
with the teacher; this guided reading focuses on developing strategies for 
advanced comprehension, making inferences, predictions, and detecting 
subtlety 

b. supported reading of information text for science and social studies:  
c. students read a variety of texts, in books and online, based on the current 

unit of study 
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d. dramatic reading of short and long plays, to develop and assess reading 
fluency 

e. novel studies and books read aloud by the teacher: through modeling and 
demonstration, students are explicitly taught how to decode advanced 
words, interpret difficult vocabulary and look for subtleties in fiction and 
nonfiction alike. Novels studied this year may include: 

i. The Watsons Go to Birmingham, by Christopher Paul Curtis 
ii. Return to Sender, by Julia Alvarez 

iii. The City of Ember, by Jeanne DuPrau 
iv. Tuck Everlasting, by Natalie Babbitt 
v. Esperanza Rising, by Pam Munoz Ryan 

vi. A Long Walk to Water, by Linda Sue Park 
 

2. Writing 

a. writing sessions: extended periods for small groups of children to focus on 
writing assignments, while receiving one-on-one support from the teacher 
and interns through conferencing 

b. frequent mini-lessons on the writing process, planning, creating drafts, 
editing, proofreading and publishing 

c. self-selected writing, editing and publishing: students will write several 
pieces of one type of writing, then choose a few to edit, polish and publish 

d. writing units this year will include: 
i. Letter writing 

ii. Persuasive and personal essays 
iii. News articles 
iv. Imaginative fiction/short stories 
v. Anecdotes and narrative non-fiction 

vi. Haiku and other poetry 
 

3. Discussion and Oral Presentation 

Students will have a variety of opportunities to build and demonstrate their skills in 

verbal self-expression. From regularly scheduled activities such as knowledge building 

circles, our weekly news article presentations, and sharing their homework with our 

class every two weeks, to more structured presentations of their school project inquiries. 

My goal is that students are able to not only form an opinion but to be able to express 

that opinion in a variety of settings to a varied audience.  

4. News 

News is a central pillar in the Grade 5 program. Several students per day bring in 

newspaper articles that they have read and prepared for presentation. After the student 

provides the class with a summary, a discussion of the facts and issues of the article 

begins. Participation and engagement are always high and the range of topics the 
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children learn about is immense. As an example, here are some of the topics that have 

arisen in News in just the past few weeks: 

● Women’s Rights 

● Donald Trump 

● Natural disasters 

● Refugees and displaced people  

Use of Technology 

In Grade 5, each student has their own personal laptop computer. The students will work 

with a variety of programs which will allow them to share, document and communicate 

their learning.  

This year, we will also be using Microsoft Office 365. In this online environment, students 

will be able to create assignment work, share their assignments, and collaborate with 

each other. Students will also have access to a personal email account which they may 

use to email only me.  

Inquiry 

Throughout ICS, science and social studies are taught using an inquiry model, in which 

children collaborate to construct their understanding of a field. They research in groups, 

discuss ideas, use the Knowledge Forum database, and share their knowledge with the 

whole classroom community in a variety of ways.  

In Grade 5, students learn from discussion, text, exploration and experimentation. Our 

inquiry units are also integrated in the sense that they involve instruction in reading 

strategies, applying mathematics to real problems, written expression, and arts-based 

learning.  

This year, we will explore several large topics for extended periods of time. Probable 

inquiry units this year include: human body systems, Government in Canada, and 

Conservation of Energy and Resources. 

 

Homework 
Weekly homework assignments are a vital part of the program in Grade 5. Each 

homework assignment is a chance for students to apply learning done in class to an 
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extended project or to independently demonstrate their skills and creativity. The 

assignments will be varied depending on what we are studying, and, over the course of 

the year, will give the students a variety of ways to show what they can do, from writing, 

to mathematics to design and the arts. 

 

Time management is a major goal of the homework program. As much as possible, the 

assignments are broken into small chunks. A schedule is usually suggested to the 

students when they receive the assignment.  

 

Homework assignments always go home on Friday, and are always due the second 

following Monday. The only exception is for larger projects, which are given an extra 

week.  

 

In addition to this weekly assignment, there are two standing pieces of homework 

children should do each week: 

● prepare their news article for their presentation day 

● read independently at least 20 minutes per night – this can be fiction or 

nonfiction, but over the course of the term, children should read books of 

BOTH genres 

 

Homework is intended to be work that can be done independently by the children. If 
children are unclear about the homework, they should speak to me well before the due 

date. Please help your child to develop routines that will help them be successful in this 

regard. 

 

Lastly, homework in our class is almost always presented or shared, so it is essential that 

students come to school with their homework completed to be able to participate. 

Special Friends 

The Grade 5s will be working with Carol’s SKs this year. Special Friends is an opportunity 

for students to develop relationships with younger students and interact with them in a 

variety of activities with patience and kindness. It is also an opportunity for our Grade 5s 

to demonstrate leadership and responsibility.  
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