
Homework 
Children will soon be given a weekly reading log. It is an 
expectation that the children are reading every night.  
Reading log sheets are to be filled in and returned every 
Wednesday.   
 
The Grade 2 Program does incorporate a school-home 
connection, however, tasks will usually be given that do not 
have to come back to school because they are extensions of 
what is happening in the classroom. When there is something 
to be returned to school, it will be explicitly stated.  
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Social-Emotional Security 
 
The happiness that children experience while at school is 
the most important determining factor contributing to their 
capacity for enjoying school and their zest for learning and 
sharing knowledge.  
 
Throughout the Grade 2 Program, the ideas of the children 
and their ways of knowing the world are continually 
recognized and validated. The interests of the children are 
nurtured and a safe environment where they are invited to 
share opinions and build on the knowledge of others is very 
thoughtfully crafted. Decisions about the Program are made 
with the consideration of the whole child. It is responsive to 
the strengths and needs of the individual, and works to build 
the confidence of each child. 
 
Creating a caring classroom where we recognize and respect 
the needs of others is paramount to building empathy. Our 
invitation to participate in activities that are loosely based 
on the Roots of Empathy Program, developed by Mary 
Gordon in our classroom is a wonderful opportunity for 
children to further build their capacities for understanding 
growth, change, and development. Our classroom visits with 
this baby will happen throughout the year. This experience 
will continue to build our strong classroom community 
through this wonderful experience. 
 
We welcome your ideas, questions, and comments throughout 
the year to facilitate the most enjoyable experience for 
your child. 

Units of Study 
Much of the Grade 2 curricular program will be addressed 
through these expected units of study: 
 
Fall 
Growth and Change in Animals 
Selfologies and Personal Narratives 
Poetry 
Building empathy through visits with baby 
 
Winter 
Air and Water 
Growth and Changes in Animals: Salmon 
Story Telling Around the World  
Biographies 
Building empathy through visits with baby  
 
Spring 
Growth and Changes in Animals: Salmon 
Revisiting of Selfologies 
Shakespeare: TBD 
Building empathy through visits with baby 
 
The above timeline is a rough approximation and could 
change depending on the interests the children express for 
different areas of the program. Tangential topics that may 
be explored in the Grade 2 program are related to many of 
the big ideas in Ontario Curriculum, but may go beyond what 
is presented in MOE documents and what is listed here. 
 
 



Computers and Technology 
In Grade 2, computers will play a role in the writing process. 
Children in grade 2 will use computers to edit and publish 
some pieces of writing. Computer programs and iPad Apps 
will also be used as external sources for information to 
inform and enhance children’s writing.  
 
The children will continue to have an opportunity at certain 
points in the year to express their scientific ideas and 
questions through the use of the Grade 2 Knowledge Forum 
Database. 
 
Technology will also play a role in literacy and numeracy 
activities when appropriate.  
 
Science 
The Grade 2 science program will explore the following 
concepts: 
 
1) Life Systems: Growth and Changes in Animals 
2) Understanding Earth and Space Systems: Air and Water 
 
Social Studies 
1) Heritage and Identity:  Familial growth and change, 
Traditions and Celebrations 
2) Global Communities: Features of Communities around the 
World 
 
 
 
 

Language 
 
Reading 
Read-A-Louds: The children are read to daily. The 
selections reflect the need for children to gain experience 
with a broad range of print. Literature in its different 
genres is emphasized through picture books, novels, poetry, 
plays, and music. Non-fiction texts are also shared and 
explored. Ensuing class discussions and/or response 
activities allow the children to clarify and confirm their 
understanding and further develop language concepts, text 
structures, and vocabulary. 
 
Shared Reading: On a daily basis, the children have the 
opportunity to share in the reading of enlarged texts. This 
experience explicitly teaches early reading strategies such 
as word-by-word matching, prediction and initial letter cuing. 
The texts used vary and include letters, songs, poems, and 
instructions. Shared Reading provides all children with a 
safe opportunity to participate and behave like readers. 
 
Guided Reading: Guided Reading provides the children with 
the opportunity to read texts at an appropriate level with 
the direct support of the teacher. The emphasis in Guided 
Reading is to build on children’s current reading strengths 
while providing instruction and practice, which will foster 
the development of other necessary decoding and 
comprehension strategies. The direct support of the 
teacher allows the children to problem-solve while continuing 
to read for meaning. 
 



Sustained Independent Reading: During daily independent 
reading, the children select reading material at their 
appropriate level and read independently. Reading at the 
appropriate independent level allows the children to develop 
fluency and to solidify their comprehension skills. Children 
are encouraged to use the I PICK Good Fit Books Method 
when selecting items to read. 
 
Reading Response: As the children become independent and 
fluent readers, they will respond more intensively to texts 
through a variety of media such as writing, drama, and art. 
 
Writing 
Purpose and Audience: The children write daily for a 
variety of purposes. They write to express their thoughts, 
experiences, feelings, opinions, ideas, and knowledge. They 
write for a variety of audiences including themselves, peers, 
teachers, family, and special audiences. 
 
Form: Over the course of the year, the children will gain 
experience with a variety of writing forms including stories, 
poetry, journals, letters, skits, interviews, and reports.  
 
Writing as a Creative Process: During initial writing 
activities the children are encouraged to work as 
independently as possible. It is critical that children 
understand that it is their ideas and feelings, which take 
priority during this initial stage of the writing process. 
When the children do not feel overly constrained by spelling 
concerns they are liberated to use their sophisticated 
language skills and vocabulary to express themselves fully 
and completely. 

-Classifying 3D shapes by geometric properties (number and 
shape of faces) 
-Locating a line of symmetry 
-Composing and decomposing shapes 
-Describing relative locations and paths of motion 
 
Patterning and Algebra 
-Identifying and describing repeating patterns and growing 
and shrinking patterns 
-Developing the concept of equality using the addition and 
subtraction of numbers to 18 and the equal sign 
-Using the communicative property and the property of zero 
in addition to facilitate computation 
 
Data Management and Probability 
-Organizing objects into categories using two attributes 
-Collecting and organizing categorical and discrete data  
-Reading and displaying data using line plots and simple bar 
graphs 
-Describing probability, in simple games and experiments, as 
the likelihood that an event will occur 
 
Mental Math 
This aspect of the program provides children with direct 
instruction in mental computational strategies. As the 
children grasp these initially basic but gradually 
sophisticated strategies they will move away from the use of 
counters and fingers as concrete supporters. The 
development of efficient mental math calculation skills is a 
critical process. As children tackle increasingly difficult 
math concepts and skills, a rapid recall of basic number 
facts and efficient mental math calculation is essential.  



Grammar: Many grammatical concepts will be taught within 
the context of meaningful writing activities and particularly 
through the editing process. Some of the other grammatical 
skills to be learned and applied this year are: 
 
*Proper use of negative construction 
*Use of connecting words to link sentences 
*Proper use of nouns, verbs, and adjectives 
*Compound words 
*Synonyms and antonyms 
*Plurals 
 
Some children may be ready to take on the following 
grammar extensions: 
 
*Irregular plurals 
*Prefixes and suffixes 
 
Word Study: The Grade 2 program will be using a word 
study program called Words Their Way. This program 
emphasizes phonics, vocabulary, and spelling intuitively. This 
word study program is a developmental approach that takes 
into consideration the reciprocal nature of literacy: what 
children learn in spelling transfers to reading, and what they 
learn in reading transfers to spelling and vocabulary. This 
means that at Grade 2 stages of word study instruction, 
there is heavy emphasis on word families, word patterns, 
blends, digraphs etc.  
 
Children in Grade 2 benefit from activities that mainly 
include vocabulary and phonemic awareness, use of word 
banks, study of initial consonant sounds, study of word 

families, study of short and long vowels, and the study of 
blends and digraphs.  
 
The word study program will follow this general schedule: 
Day 1: Thursdayà Small-group activities 
Day 2: Friday à Seatwork and/or centre activities  
Day 3: Monday àSeatwork and/or partner work 
Day 4: Tuesday àSmall group work 
Day 5: Wednesday àAssessment 
 
The Grade 2 spelling program will build up to include weekly 
assessment (not spelling tests), as this helps to monitor 
progress and to make children accountable for their 
learning. 
 
As the children are taught spelling patterns and high-
frequency words, the expectations for proper spelling words 
in their daily writing will be emphasized. 
 
Mathematics 
Math is a language and the children are encouraged and 
expected to use mathematical language to communicate their 
ideas and understandings.  
 
The Grade 2 mathematics program is designed to provide 
both ongoing support for the learning of math facts and the 
extension of mathematical ideas through problem solving.  
 
Mathematical lessons will continually spiral through all 5 
math strands throughout the year. Consistently emphasizing 
and revisiting the interconnectedness of the 5 strands of 
math helps children to practice different mathematical 



concepts continually rather than applying the skills in 
isolation. 
 
Number Sense and Numeration  
-Representing and ordering numbers to 100, counting 
forward to 200 and backwards from 50 
-Representing money amounts to 100 cents 
-Decomposing and composing two-digit numbers 
-Investigating fractions of a whole 
-Counting by 1s, 2s, 5s, 10s, and 25s 
-Adding and subtracting two-digit numbers in a variety of 
ways 
-Relating equal-sized groups to multiplication and relating 
sharing equally to division 
 
Measurement 
-Measuring length using centimeters and meters 
-Telling time to the nearest quarter-hour 
-Measuring perimeter, area, mass, and capacity using non-
standard and standard units 
-Describing and establishing temperature change 
-Choosing personal referents for the centimetre and the 
metre 
-Comparing the mass and capacity of objects using non-
standard units 
-Relating days to weeks and months to years 
 
Geometry and Spatial Sense 
-Distinguishing between attributes that are geometric 
properties and attributes that are not geometric properties 
-Classifying 2D shapes by geometric properties (sides and 
vertices).                                                                           

This being said, the children are surrounded by sources of 
standard spelling. The word wall is constantly updated to 
include new high frequency words. The children are also 
encouraged to use their word study books or sounding out as 
the other sources of information. Legibility and proper 
spacing of words is expected at all stages of the writing 
process.  
 
Editing: As the children become more comfortable with 
themselves as writers, they will take on the challenge of 
editing their work. As children show their readiness they will 
be asked to edit their work for: 
 
*Proper use of periods, capitals, question marks, and 
exclamation marks 
*Sentence construction and coherence 
*Use of commas to separate items in a list or in dates 
*Spelling based on patterns and lifetime words studied to 
date 
 
Some children may be ready and will then be asked to apply 
their understanding of the following: 
 
*Apostrophes in contractions 
*Quotation marks for speech 
 
Printing: Printing and cursive instruction will occur generally 
occur once a week and will provide the children an 
opportunity to refine and automatize their printing of both 
upper and lower case letters.  
 
 



 
 


