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Dr. William Blatz 
Children’s Library 

The Library program includes time for 

stories to be read aloud to the group as 

well as time for quiet reading and buddy 

reading. Students also spend time 

searching through our collection for new 

material.  

The younger students enjoy hearing 

many different types of books:  

traditional and contemporary classic 

storybooks, culturally diverse folktales, 

information books, and stories told 

through puppets. The older students 

have a more focused time during read-

alouds, often with a discussion based 

around a particular topic or theme. 

Library and research skills and how to 

search for and use Internet resources 

are also taught.   

The Jackman ICS Library programming 

develops much like the rest of the Lab 

School curriculum; it arises from the 

interests and needs of the students. The 

Librarian connects and collaborates with 

the classroom teachers.  

Book Exchange in the Library 

At the end of each class, the students 

have the opportunity to check out books 

to keep in their classroom for the week.  

For the younger grades (up to Grade 2), 

the students keep all of their signed out 

books at school. 

The students in Grades 3-6 have the 

opportunity to take home juvenile fiction 

novels, graphic novels and series chapter 

books.  They are also strongly 

encouraged to continue exploring our 

non-fiction and picture book collections 

for use at school.   
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Storytelling and Social Inquiry 

The Jackman ICS Library collection 

contains many wonderful books from all 

over the world that expose students to 

stories from many different cultures and 

encourages discussion around many 

social justice themes.  We will read rich, 

culturally diverse stories, folktales, 

legends and biographies that allow the 

children to reflect on the art of 

storytelling and social issues from a 

variety of perspectives and cultures, and 

deepen their understanding and 

appreciation for stories and the 

importance of sharing them.  

 

Fundraising for the Library 

There are two Library fundraisers each 

year. Jackman ICS Book Night takes 

place in the first week of December. The 

Jackman ICS Read-A-Thon takes place 

during the month of March. Funds 

collected during these events are used to 

further develop and enrich the Library 

collection, support the Library and Book 

Club program, as well as fund author and 

storyteller visits.   

 

Jackman ICS Children’s Book Awards 

Each year in May and June, Jackman ICS 

students vote on their favourite books 

from the year, and they are awarded our 

special gold ribbon.  Students enjoy 

looking for and reading these wonderful 

award- winning books again and again! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the 
Jackman ICS Library! 

What are the Main Goals of 

the Jackman ICS Library 
Program? 

1. To nurture a love of and 
appreciation for books, stories, 
and reading.  

2. To foster empathy for diverse 
perspectives through literature 
and critical literacy studies. 

3. To develop relevant and 
transferable Library and research 
skills. 

4. To develop information literacy 
through technology. 

 

Technology in the Library 
 

At Jackman ICS, we view technology 
as a platform to foster exploratory 
learning. Sources of information are 
no longer limited to textbooks and 
periodicals. Online resources are 
often referenced in the search for 
information. The Library program 
prepares students with online 
research skills and technological 
literacy. Our students have laptops 
and iPad use incorporated into their 
learning. Krista works with our 
STEAM teacher, Nick, to explore and 
develop curriculum to ensure that 
the students have a wide range of 
experiences designing, coding, 
programming, and creating new 
technology themselves! 

 

All of the students at Jackman ICS 
spend at least a half an hour per 
week in the Library.  It is a special 
place with a calming atmosphere. 
help to make it a welcoming space 
for everyone.  

There are many different types of 
books in our Library: poetry, 
novels, biographies, folktales, 
picture books and information 
books for all levels of reading and 
understanding. 

With our collection, we aim to 
provide a rich story culture that 
reflects the diversity of our world, 
as well as showcase exemplary 
works by Canadian authors and 
illustrators.  We support the 
development of all literacy skills for 
a wide variety of readers. 
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